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This was granted. The Vizier discussed the situation with
hiTn and referred him to the Chief Judge. The latter permitted him
to appear before him, and after praising Allah and *"** prophet he
said to him : fi Therefore I have appointed thee leader of the folk
of thy religion—a religion abolished by the Law of Islam, which
may Allah permit to continue so long as Heaven and Earth exist—
upon the condition that thou judge between those who bring
their disputes before thee ; thou shalt order them in accordance
with that which is commanded in their religion and thou shalt
forbid them in accordance with that which is forbidden in their
religion." Then he arose from before him, donned his cloak in
the ante-room of the Judge, and with him through the Bab an-INubi
went a group of Jews and followers. He took with him the Decree
of Appointment which had been written for him in the Dlwan.**
Tbn al-Fuicati, p. 248.
This text corresponds in its essential points to that of the former
Gaon's induction into office.
eEli b. Zakhariyya., whose full name has now been trans-
mitted to us by the Arabic historian, is undoubtedly identical
with the Gaon *Ali, whom Poznanski designates (Ali II. This
identification is supported by the few details which we know
concerning this Gaon. About *Ali C^jc.) and eEK (Jlc) cf.
Steinschneider, JQR., 3d, p. 484, and Poznanski, REJ.3 TTTiii,
p. 319. About the Jewish community in Arbil at that time, cf.
S. Assaf, Iggroth of R. Samuel 6. 'Ali, p. 20.
Thanks to the Arabic sources, we now possess data which
permit us to gauge the term of office of his predecessor, Daniyal
b. Abi'r-Kabf, who became Gaon in 645/1247, and was therefore
in office for only three years. This short period is very surprising.
Whereas the document quoted above states, " In this year
Daniyal b. Abi'r-Rable was appointed Gaon," it is stated here
that " 'Eli b. Zakhariyya, the Jew of Arbil, applied to be
appointed ". Did internal disputes bring the Gaonate of Daniyal
to an early end, and could claimants to the Gaonate appear
who were in a position to demand nomination to the position
of Gaon from the Government authorities ? New sources -may
possibly permit us to answer these questions.
After this 'Eli b. Zakhariyya., Ibn al-Fuwati tells us nothing about
fresh nominations of Gaonim, although he continues his account

